
Introduction to 
Information Mastery
AND
Answering clinical 
questions using the Web

Mark H. Ebell MD, MS, University of Georgia
John Hickner, MD, MS, University of Illinois 

at Chicago



Welcome!

Not your usual CME…

�(Almost) no Powerpoint

�30 minute talks

�Truly evidence-based

�Speakers are not industry supported



Each talk is based largely on:

� POEMs from the past 2-4 years

� Cochrane systematic reviews

� Evidence-based guidelines

� Editor’s Choice will cover an assortment of topics not 
addressed elsewhere

� Follow along, or better yet read ahead



Faculty
John Hickner MD, MSc

� Family physician with 36 years clinical 
practice; 22 years of practice in the UP, 
Escanaba, Michigan

� Editor in Chief, Journal of Family Practice

� Faculty, Michigan State University then 
University of Chicago 

� Former Chair, Cleveland Clinic

� Chair, University of Illinois - Chicago

� Research: patient safety, access to care, 
quality, common primary care problems 



Faculty

Gary Ferenchick, MD

� Division Chief for General Internal 
Medicine at Michigan State University’s 
College of Human Medicine. 

� He maintains an active inpatient and 
outpatient practice and is the recipient 
of 10 awards for excellence in teaching. 

� Currently serves as a senior associate 
editor for Essential Evidence 

� Commentator for Primary Care Medical 
Abstracts



Faculty

Mark H. Ebell MD, MS

� Family physician, began career in solo 
rural practice (Colbert, GA)

� Faculty at Wayne State, Michigan State 
and now University of Georgia

� Editor-in-chief of Essential Evidence, 
Deputy editor of American Family 
Physician, member of USPSTF

� Research in clinical decision support, 
informatics, systematic reviews of 
diagnosis, and acute RTI
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